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AME Foundation promotes ecological agriculture among small and marginal farmers in the semi arid areas of the Deccan Plateau through

generating farming alternatives, enriching farmers knowledge, linking development agencies and sharing experience.

The period marked formal inauguration of AMEF-FAO partnership programme. This was followed by rigorous

planning exercises by all the units for the year 2005.

Kharif crops have been harvested. Preparation for Rabi sowing is on. Farmers' groups are being strengthened

through trainings, study tours and regular follow up visits.

W Field activities

In Bellary, harvesting of kharif crops has been
completed. While ragi and bajra yielded more grains
and fodder, groundnut as a monocrop suffered losses
due to viral infestation caused by free movement of
thrips. Groundnut with intercrops survived thrips attack
and yielded better. The unit organised four groundnut
field days in Poojarahalli, TK Halli, Kenchamallanahalli,
Rayapur. Wide publicity was given to eco friendly
technologies in groundnut cultivation and new
varieties.

In Bijapur, 95 farmers have taken up Rabi Sorghum.
Muguthi variety has been introduced. Bengalgram and
sunflower are being sown as intercrops.

Chilli Field day was organised by the Bijapur unit to
share their PTD experiences. PTD and Non PTD
farmers, representatives from various CBOs, gram
panchayat, Deputy Director of Horticulture and
Scientists of KVK-Bijapur participated. Experiences
on use of local resources like cow dung, cow urine,
botanicals, importance of raised bed nursery, bio-
agents and trap crops were shared.

Varietal trials is being taken up in Rabi jowar crop in
Raichur area. Focus is on crop management
practices, particularly on in situ green manuring before
sowing. Nurseries of forest species are being planned
for planting during the next season.

The Groundnut crop was harvested in all the
programme area in Tiruchi. Groundnut sown in July
escaped the vulnerability while the crop sown in early
September could not be harvested owing to the
dryness in soil. The late sown Kharif crop, especially
Groundnut and Maize, suffered owing to the long dry
spell after the heavy rain in September. Around 20
farmers are preparing lands for sowing of Rabi
Groundnut for seed production.

Harvesting of groundnut crop is completed in
Madanapalli area. TCGS-29 recorded highest yield
with 480 kgs/acre and JL-24 recorded the lowest at
240 kgs/acre. Rabi seed production of groundnut with
varieties like VRI-2, TPT-4, TCGS-156 and TCGS-29
has been taken up by 38 farmers.

A total of 65 farmers have taken up biomass plantation
of about 9600 seedlings. Meanwhile, few farmers have
initiated conversion of biomass into organic manure by
constructing compost pits and vermi-compost tanks.

Madanapalli unit organised a field day on groundnut
based farming system at Kammavaripalli village to
share experiences on groundnut varietal performance,
biomass plantation & vermicomposting. Around 331
farmers from eight villages participated. Dr. K.S.S.
Naik, Scientist - ARS-Kadiri, was the special invitee.

As a move towards adding some more farm
components among the older groups, the unit has
promoted 16 sheep units and 16 cattle / buffalo units.

Mahabubn agar, the Area Unit established recently,
has initiated its programmes by identifying NGOs and
villages to work with. Three NGOs operating in
different agro ecosystems were identified and
selected. Similarly, four villages per NGO, representing
different crop based systems like castor, cotton, paddy
—groundnut etc., were chosen.

In Hoskote, the Central Unit made efforts to motivate
farmers to use bio inputs for soil application and to
enrich FYM. Cow dung and urine extract used as
growth regulator, showed successful results in carrot
and chilli crops. The same tried out on potato crop
yielded 1500 kg/ac more than the control plot.

In Nallagutlahalli, groundnut was harvested. The yields
were measured. Better crop growth was observed in
PTD plots compared to the control plots.

B Training events and study tours

AME Central Unit in collaboration with UAS Bangalore,
organised a Workshop on IFS at UAS Bangalore. The
objective was to enhance the understanding of NGOs
on IFS principles. Sixteen NGOs from three States,
practicing agriculture and interested in IFS
participated.

Workshop on Sustainable Agriculture (SA) was
organised by the Central Unit at Hebbal, UAS
Bangalore. Various scientists presented their papers.
Interesting discussions followed. It is envisaged to
bring out a publication on SA highlighting how it could
be operationalised in the Deccan Plateau.
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Sericulture farmers from Lokikere in Bellary, were
given a demonstration of vermicomposting to create
awareness on soil fertility and the process of
vermicompost preparation.

Bellary unit organised a training on post harvest
management to the members of Groundnut collective
groups of Poojarahalli Tanda, Ranganathanahalli and
DB Halli.

A workshop was organised to create awareness on
sericulture to Mannachanallur farmers in Tiruchi. The
Department of Sericulture, Tiruchi, NGOs and silk
traders also participated. Following the workshop,
three farmers have taken up mulberry planting.

Tiruchi unit facilitated the second module of the
training for NGO network trainers organised by
SCINDeA network. 21 staff of network NGOs
participated.

Training on ICM practices in Sorghum cropping system
was organised by Bijapur unit in Kanakanal and
Devaranimbaragi villages. Issues like role of different
bio agents used in PTD and pest and diseases
management by eco friendly methods were
discussed. Farmers got convinced regarding the role
of bio agents and agreed to try out botanicals like
neem leaf extracts for managing pests like aphids.

A demonstration on compost preparation was
conducted by Bijapur unit at Devarnimbaragi village.
Farmers were made aware of the importance of
composting and the method of using crop and animal
residues efficiently.

Bijapur unit took 31 PTD farmers on a study tour to
Krishi Mela at U.A.S.,Bangalore, Mr S.Ramesh field in
Devanahalli, Mr.L.Narayanareddy farm in Hadadi near
Doddaballapur, Mailenahalli-Tiptur-BAIF,  Bhavikere
IFS model. The purpose of the study tour was to
create awareness on natural resource management
(NRM) in dry land farming, Integrated Farming
Systems (IFS), organic manure preparation, rain water
harvesting etc.

Master farmers of Doddahalla watershed in Bijapur
were trained on integrated nutrient management.
Thirty three farmers participated in the training.

Raichur unit organised a training to orient farmers on
IPM practices in Rabi jowar and cotton. Forty four
farmers from 24 villages participated.

A training on "Maintaining books of accounts" was
organised by Raichur unit for the group
representatives. Twelve farmers© group representatives
attended the training and learnt about importance of
accounting and its relevance in group performance.

Madanapalli unit trained the staff of various
departments on ‘Farming Systems’. This was
organised by District Water Management Agency
(DWMA), Cuddapah, for enhancing knowledge and
skills in the implementation of Comprehensive Land
Development Programme. Staff from the Departments
of Agriculture, Animal Husbandry, DWMA, DPIP,
Revenue & Irrigation, numbering around 340,
participated.

Mahabubn agar unit participated in a Vermi Mela
organised by RARS, Palem. The Mela provided an
opportunity for farmers from Jai Nallipur and Fathepur
vilages to interact with the NGOs and Research
Insititutions on topics like vermicompost preparation,
vermiwash use, bio pesticides, biological methods of
control of pest and diseases and some prominent
varieties.

& Building internal capacities

A three day Induction programme was organised for
the new staff of AMEF at UAS, Bangalore to familiarise
them with the philosophy, principles and activities of
AMEF.

Mr. Ashwin from the Central Unit participated in the
National conference on Organic Agriculture, organized
by International Competence Center for Organic
Agriculture, Bangalore. Participants shared their
experiences with reference to organic agriculture in
India.

Inauguration of AMEF- FAO Partnership project
Promoting Livelihood Improvements in Dryland Farming on the Deccan plateau

The Partnership project was inaugurated on 28" October 2004 by Shri M V

Rajasekharan, Hon’ble Union Minister of State for Planning. Shri K Srinivasa
Gowda, Hon’ble Minister of Agriculture, Govt. Of Karnataka was the Chief
Guest. Dr. Daniel Gustafson and Dr. P S Rao, both from FAO and Mr. Paul ter
Weel, RNE were the special guests. Dr.
Foundation, presided over the function. Invitees included, AMEF Board of
Trustees, members of Advisory council, senior bureaucrats from State Govt and
heads from University, AME, NGO and farmer representatives from each area
unit, team leaders of other FAO projects and former team leaders of AME, few

consultants associated with AME and the media.

The inauguration was followed by release of AMEF publications - AMEF Profile,
AMEF-FAO project document, operational guidelines, LEISA India special

volume and a CD-Rom on LEISA India archives

Dwarakinath, Chairman, AME



Mr. Prasad was invited to the International Editorial
Meeting at Senegal. Editors of all the International
editions of LEISA magazine met and discussed on
strategic issues related to the magazine.

Mr.Shyam Kulkarni and Mr. Rudragouda participated
in a Workshop on “Agricultural Marketing”, to develop
a strategic road map for marketing of NLBAs and farm
products. The workshop was or(ht;anised b}/ KAWAD-
MART at Bangalore during 28" and 29" October.
Representatives from MART, Implementing Agencies,
Resource NGOs , PNGOs and KAWAD Bangalore
participated.

Mr  Rudragouda, Mr.Shyam Kulkarni and Mr
B.G.Mahesh participated in the 13" Southern
Regional Conference on  Microbial Inoculants
“Microbes-Wheels of Organic Farming”, organised by
Dept of Agril Microbiology, College of Agriculture,
U.A.S., Bijapur during 3" to 5" December. Two
papers on Sustainability of sorghum production
through eco friendly technologies at Doddahalla
watershed under KAWAD project and Bio-intensive
nutrient management for groundnut sustainability in
upparahalla watershed under KAWAD project were
presented along with two posters on "Response of
green gram cultivars to seed treatment with bio
agents" and “Effects of bio-agents on growth
parameters of Tomato in nursery bed.

Ms. Shobha Rani (Madanapalli), Dr. Hegde (Bellary),
Ms. Sudha and Mr. Ashwin (Bangalore) participated in
the Workshop cum Training on “Participatory Project

farmers. Following the workshop, participatory Project
Evaluation was carried out in Madanapalli (Ms.
Shobha Rani and Mr. Ashwin) and Bellary (by Ms.
Sudha Bhat and Dr. GM Hegde), to study the
‘Adoption of sustainable agriculture farming practices
among groundnut farmers in  programme/non
programme villages.

Mr. Chandra Mohan, Madanapalli unit participated in a
collaborative workshop on Government Organizations
— Voluntary Organizations, organised by DPIP -
Chittoor.

W Working with institutions

Raichur unit was invited for discussions with TERI
Bangalore on the need and modality of operation of
energy forum for alternative thinking. Earlier, Raichur
unit had collaborated with TERI in a study on rural
energy and social change in semiarid areas of
Karnataka.

Tiruchi unit worked with KVIC, Ministry of Agro Rural
Industries, GOI in creating awareness and establishing
biogas plants in direct villages of AME Foundation. Six
farmers from 3 direct villages have come forward for
construction of biogas plants

Bellary unit worked with the Dept. of Plant Pathology
and Entomology, College of Agriculture,
Bheemarayangudi UAS, Dharwad for Groundnut crop
situation analyses (pest and disease) at Chinnahagari
watershed. As a follow up, farmers at watershed level,
would be trained on the preparation of bio-inoculants.

Evaluation” organised by RNE. Other participants
included staff from APFaMGS & APWAM and two

AME celebrates World Food Day on 16th October 2004
Theme: Bio diversity for Food Security

AME Foundation, Bangalore in collaboration with IAT, organised the WORLD
FOOD DAY on 16th Oct, 2004. Dr. M. Mahadevappa, former Vice-chancellor,
UAS Dharwad inaugurated the function and addressed about the importance of
biodiversity for food security. Other dignitories included Shri Shantanu, Principal
Secretary, Agriculture and Horticulture Dept.,, Govt. of Karnataka; Dr.
R.N.Sreenivasa Gowda, Vice-chancellor, The Karnataka Veterinary, Animal and
Fisheries Sciences Univ., Bidar, and Dr. K.N.Ganeshaiah, Professor, Dept. of
Genetics and Plant Breeding. UAS, GKVK, Bangalore.

Similar events were organised in all the Area Units. Bellary unit organized World
Food Day at Kanahosahalli, Kudligi Taluk with collaboration of KAWAD and
KAWAD partner NGO,s. Bijapur unit in collaboration with Agril. College, KVK,
IAT and Agriculture Department organised the event at Agricultural College,
Inauguration of World Food Day at Bijapur Unit Hittanahalli in which 80 farmers of the watershed, students, staff of Agriculture
college, KVK, IAT and Agriculture Department participated.
Raichur unit along with its Partner NGOs celebrated the event at Asapur village where 300 people along with district MLA and the
District Commissioner participated. Tiruchi unit organised the event at Pulivalam village in which 600 School children from Kratampatti,
Manbarai & Pulivalam, 35 Farmers from 3 villages, AGM, NABARD, Tiruchi and representatives from local institutions participated.
Madanapalli unit organised the event along with APFaMGS in which about 485 farmers, 15 NGO representatives and 11 line
department officials participated. Mahabubnagar unit along with CARE and APFaGMS organised the event in a farmer's field in
Bolghatpalli village. Around 200 farmers from 60 villages participated

Various activities were taken up as a part of the celebrations. Bijapur unit conducted a competition on traditional harvesting songs and
essay writing on IFS for food security, in which 36 farmers participated. In Raichur, one progressive farmer from each of the AMEF
working taluks was honored and an essay writing competition was conducted for the school children. In Tiruchi, ecoclubs were planned
for school children in direct villages. Mahabubnagar unit conducted a quiz programme for the farmers on IPM and prizes like
Trichoderma viridae, earthworms and neem seeds were distributed.



Our visitors
Mr. Paul Ter weel, RNE, New Delhi, Mrs. Tate Paul Ter weel and
Dr. Somasekhar Rao, FAO New Delhi visited AMEF Bangalore.
They also visited Chinnahagari watershed in Bellary; Anegundi
and Javalgera in Raichur; Manborai and Nochium villages in
Tiruchi and had discussions with NGO partners and farmers.

Dr.Radhika Rani, Assistant Professor, NIRD, Hyderabad, visited
Chinnahagari watershed area in Bellary, for a survey on drought
coping mechanisms of the farmers. She interacted with PTD
farmers at Bommalinganahalli.

Shri Shridaran 1AS, Executive Director, KAWAD-Bangalore,
visited Bijapur field areas and Upparahalla and Chinnahagari
watersheds in Bellary, to review the work progress.

Mr. Hans Peter, German Agro Action and Ms. Yasmin Master,
Myrada visited Malur, Upparahalla watershed and interacted with
the farmers on FFS and PTD results.

4 Documentation

Shyam S.Kulkarni and B.P.Gangadharswamy (Bellary)
Shri Anjaneya PTD Men's Self Help Group of
Ranganathanahalli- A Case study (Kannada and
English); Published in the KAWAD monthly News
Letter Nela Jala Samrudhi; and an article on Bio-
intensive  nutrient management for  groundnut
sustainability in upparahalla watershed under KAWAD
project (English)

B.P.Gangadharswamy (Bellary) -Agriculture and
Social service give contentment to a hard worker- A
Tippeswamy - Case study (Kannada and English);
Published in the KAWAD monthly News Letter Nela
Jala Samrudhi

Shyam S. Kulkarni (Bellary), Role of Rhizobium
(Kannada) +Published in the November month wall

magazine, KAWAD Kannadi

Girish B., Shyam S.Kulkarni and Arun Balamatti
(Bellary), Biofertilizers for sustainable groundnut
production (English)

Gurudatt M.Hegde and Arun Balamatti (Bellary), Use
of Trichoderma harzianum for biological management
of collar rot of groundnut in KAWAD project area
(English)

Gurudatt M.Hegde and S. Channakeshava (Bellary),
Management of collar rot disease in Groundnut varietal
trial plots (English)

S.S.Madiwalar and B. G. Mahesh (Bijapur), Traditional
Pest Management Festivals (Kannada) Published in
Krishika Banbhu; and a case study on Mr.R.O.Biradar
—a master farmer from Devernimbaragi, (Kannada)

Madanapalli unit, Integrated Farming for
Sustainabilityx A workshop report (Telugu)

Bijapur unit, Spray-Dye Exercise in Pomegranate,
regarding ill effects and safe use of pesticides was
telecast in E-TV Annadata Agricultural Programme.

& LEISA India

Issue on "Next generation farmers" has been
published. A CD on archives of Indian as well as global
edition has been brought out.

W staff news

Dr. Arun Balamatti has taken over as the Executive
Director of AME Foundation.

AME Foundation gratefully acknowledges donor partners
for their support: FAO, Royal Netherlands Embassy, New
Delhi for core funding; and DFID through KAWAD, SDC-IC,
DGIS and SIDA through ILEIA, and IDRC for supporting
collaborative projects.

AMEF - AREA UNITS

MADANAPALLI: 11-253-D-7, Colony Ring Road, Madanapalli - 517325,
Chittoor, Andhra Pradesh Ph: 08571-222943 & 227137 Fax (pp) 08571

227070 amef mpl@yahoo.co.in/ amefmpl@amefound.org

TIRUCHI: No.37, E.V.R.Road, K.K. Nagar, Tiruchirapalli - 620 021,
Tamil Nadu. Ph: 0431 2458726 & 2455408 Fax (pp): 0431 2450725
try _ametry@sancharnet.in/ ameftry@amefound.org

RAICHUR: 1-3-309, RR Colony, Asapur Road, Raichur - 584101,
Karnataka Ph: 08532-226917 & 228895 Fax (pp):08532 233968
amefrai@yahoo.co.in / amefrai@amefound.org

BELLARY: Old Market Road, Cantonment, Opp. Indian Institute of
Nursing, Azeez Compound, Bellary - 583104 Karnataka

Ph: 08392 241558, 241227 Fax (pp): 08392 244116

amef bellary@yahoo.co.in / amefbellary@amefound.org

BIJAPUR: 159/2A, # 7C, Ward # 74, Near BDO Quarters, Behind
Darbar High School, Asar Moholla Lane, Bijapur - 586101, Karnataka
Ph: 08352 258055 amefbjp@sancharnet.in

MAHABUBNAGAR: Plot # 68&69, Next to H. No 4-88, Near Water
Tank, Bhagirath colony, Kirishthanapalli Gram Panchayat, Adjacent to
Bhutpur Road, Mahabubnagar - 509 001, Andhra Pradesh,
amefmhb@rediffmail.com
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